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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Participating Community Eligibility Local Education Agency 
Superintendents, Business Officials and Title I School Selection Main 
Contacts 

 
FROM: Michael W. Radke   

  Director, Office of Field Services 
 
SUBJECT: Community Eligibility Option and Title I School Selection 

 
According to Michigan Department of Education records, your local education 

agency (LEA) opted to participate in the Community Eligibility Option (CEO) for 
academic year 2011-12 based on the percentage of directly certified students 
reported in your Local Educational Agency Review System (LEARS) report.  If the 

district continues to exercise the CEO option for academic year 2012-13, this status 
will impact the submission process of the 2012-13 Consolidated Application and the 

Title I School Selection (TISS) application.  It is important that the district 
understands and plans for the following procedure changes accordingly: 
 

 
Addition of CEO and CEO Adjusted Public Count Columns on Screen 2 of the  

Title I School Selection (TISS) Application 
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Column 1b, the Approved CEO School column, will be prepopulated to indicate 
each school that is an approved CEO school. 
 

For CEO Schools, Column 6, the Public Low Income Count must reflect the count 
reported to MDE within the district’s LEARS report. This is the actual student count 

– NOT the percentage. 
 
Column 7, the CEO Adjusted Public Count, will automatically apply the 1.6 

multiplier for CEO schools.  For non-CEO schools, the Public Low Income Count will 
be moved directly over from column 6 to column 7 without a multiplier.  If the 

district used a district average to report the low-income counts, the number in 
Column 7 would be exactly the same for every CEO school. 
 

The percent low-income in Column 10, which will include resident private Low 
Income students, will be the percentage used to determine the ranking for schools 

in later screens of the TISS. 
 

Screen 6 of the Title I School Selection (TISS) Application 
Screen 6 assists the districts with applying the rank-and-serve requirements for the 
TISS based on Column 3, the Percent Low Income that is pulled over from the 

calculation just discussed on Screen 2.   
 

 
 
Although there are many critical components to the rank-and-serve rules, it is 

important for districts with CEO schools to note two particular requirements this 
year: 

 
1. Districts MUST provide adequate Title I, Part A funds to operate a program to 

EVERY school with a Percent Low Income above 75%.  TISS will 

automatically pull in all schools above 75% even if they were excluded using 
the grade span grouping option.  Potentially, districts will be required to 

provide Title I funds to buildings that were purposefully excluded in the past.  
Districts can still “skip” a school and provide Title I, Part A-like programs 

using Section 31a funds. 

SCREEN 6.  ALLOCATION TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 
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2. It is possible for all of the schools to have the same Percent Low Income in 
Column 3 based on the option to use a district averaging method for CEO.    
If this occurs, and the schools are 75% low-income and below, the district 

will need to determine which schools will be served.  If there are not 
sufficient funds to serve all schools, the district must utilize objective 

academic criteria to determine which schools have the greatest academic 
need and prioritize schools based on those criteria. 

 

A webinar to review the information included in this memo will be 
conducted on Monday, March 5, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.  Please contact Ann Check 

at 517-373-3743 or checka@michigan.gov to register for this event. 
 
If you have questions specific to the impact of the CEO option on the TISS, and 

subsequently, the Consolidated Application, please contact Leah Breen at 517-373-
3743. 
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